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UK Canal Boating
Escape with a canal boating holiday!

Telephone : 01395 443545

Email : bookings@ukcanalboating.com

Booking Office : PO Box 57, Budleigh
Salterton. Devon. EX9 7ZN. England.

Nantwich and return from Blackwater

Cruise this route from : Blackwater

View the latest version of this pdf
Nantwich-and-return-from-Blackwater-Cruising-Route.html
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Cruising Days : 8.00 to 0.00
Cruising Time : 31.00
Total Distance : 54.00
Number of Locks : 38
Number of Tunnels : 2
Number of Aqueducts : 0

Cruise through the mini Lake District around Ellesmere along the Llangollen Canal to the roman town of
Nantwich.

If you want to spend a day or so at Ellesmere, there are some lovely castles & stately homes within a short drive:

If you base yourself at Ellesmere on the first or last few days, Powis castle is only 25 miles away by car (30
minutes), this is the home to the Earls of Powis, and was built by the Welsh Princes in medieval times.

Also only about 30 minutes away from Ellesmere is another National Trust property- an 18th century Regency
mansion.

Also visit Hack Green secret Nuclear Bunker -The Bunker is described as a unique and exciting day out,
discovering the secret world of Nuclear government, as the bunker would have become home to the select few
in the event of a Nuclear strike. It is too sinister for some, but it is the chance to see the underground
paraphernalia required to support existence in the face of a nuclear holocaust;.
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Cruising Notes
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Day 1

Turn left out of the marina & and soon you will see why this area is known as the mini Lake District, as you
pass some of Ellesmere's Meres (lakes). The largest mere is off to the north just before Ellesmere Tunnel, but
after the tunnel you pass the small Blake Mere, then off to your right is Cole Mere. The Meres were carved out
during the Ice Age.

The canal now passes through a very remote and underpopulated area, passing no villages for miles.
There is a lovely lift bridge past the Press Branch canal junction (keep left the canal to your right is a dead end)

Just past the lift bridge is Whixall Moss, a raised bog with rare insect and plant life, but there might be
mosquitoes as well! The bog was also formed during the Ice Age. There are walks & cycle routes over Whixall
Moss, see leaflets near bridges 44 & 45.

It is 3 hours 20 minutes cruising to here & a good place to stop for the night.

Day 2

Another lift bridge is encountered at Bridge 42, and the Canal weaves its way through the quiet countryside
until it reaches the town of Whitchurch, which is preceded by two lift bridges at 34 and 33. Another lift bridge
marks the entrance to the Whitchurch Arm of the Canal, where you can moor to take the ½ mile walk to visit the
town centre.

It is 2 hours cruising to here from Platt lane bridge 43

Whitchurch is an old town dating from the Roman times and has some beautiful old houses of all periods in the
town centre. There are lots of splendid pubs in the town, and shops & a swimming pool.

Worth a visit is St Alkmunds Church, built in 1713 on a hill, it has a stunning interior and is on a grand scale.

Day 3

Leaving Whitchurch you travel up to the Grindley Brook Locks, these famous staircase locks have made this a
canal monument.
The 3 staircase locks are closely followed by 3 more locks, a friendly lock-keeper is on hand to help from April-
Oct 8.30 am to 18.30.
By the Locks is the Lockside Stores, selling local produce and with tea & coffee & snacks served in the adjacent
cafe, which has internet access.

The Canal travels again through quiet countryside only interrupted by the occasional lock- the 2nd of which has
a Pub called the Willeymoor Lock tavern, formally the Lock keepers cottage, it contains some fine Canal
paintings.

½ mile south from Marbury Lock is the enchanting village of Marbury.

Further on is the village on Wrenbury, access can be reached from Bridge 20 or 19, about a ¼ mile walk. There



are some thatched magpie cottages around the village green.
The Dusty Miller pub is by the Lift bridge and the Cotton Arms is just down the road from the Bridge.

It is just over 5 hours cruising from Whitchurch to here.

Day 4

From Wrenbury marina you will soon encounter a Lift bridge, if it is down you need to get your windlass out
and let someone off the boat to open it up.
There are 3 locks at Baddiley but apart from that the countryside is flat, rich farmland.

You can moor up for refreshment after a couple of hours cruising by Halls lane bridge 12, and take the track to
Ravensmoor where you will find the Farmers Arms serving real ale & meals.
There are 2 locks at Swanley but no more until you reach the end of the Llangollen canal at Hurleston, where
there are 4 in quick succession. Hurleston reservoir is off to the left.

Turn right down the Shropshire Union canal at Hurleston Junction.

Nantwich will soon be off to your right, the Canalbasin is busy, the old canalside cheese warehouses are still in
existence.

It is 5 hours cruising to here

Nantwich has been prosperous since Roman time because of its Salt springs. The town in in fine Tudor style, the
Cheshire cat inn is an interesting building. Nantwich museum in Pillory Street gives an insight into the life and
times of an historic market town. The Players Theatre in Love lane, has regular productions throughout the year.
There are numerous pubs and restaurants and shops etc in this busy market town.

If you want to extend the cruise to visit the Secret Bunker at Hack Green, continue on down the canal past
Nantwich.
The rural countryside continues and you can moor up by Bridge 85 to get the the Secret Bunker.

The Bunker is described as a unique and exciting day out, discovering the secret world of Nuclear government,
as the bunker would have become home to the select few in the event of a Nuclear strike. It is too sinister for
some, but it is the chance to see the underground paraphernalia required to support existence in the face of a
nuclear holocaust. See website Tel 01270 629219.

After visiting the Bunker you might like to cruise onto the village of Audlem, which is a well kept canalside
village with a few pubs and stores.
You can turn around just before Moss hall bridge 79 just before the village.

It is 2.5 hours each way from Nantwich to Audlem.

Day 5
Day 6
Day 7
Day 8

Cruise back to Blackwater



 

Useful Links

Description : Hack Green Secret Nuclear Bunker
Website : http://www.hackgreen.co.uk/
Telephone : 01270 629219

Description : Attingham Park
Website : http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/attingham-park/
Telephone : 01743 708123

Description : Ellesmere, Shropshire
Website : http://www.ellesmere.info/
Telephone : n/a

Description : Powis Castle 
Website : http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/powis-castle/
Telephone : 01938 551944

Description : Nantwich Museum
Website : http://nantwichmuseum.org.uk/
Telephone : 01270 627104

The information above is provided in good faith to assist you with planning your canal boat holiday.
Information accuracy cannot be guaranteed, however, if you do see something that needs updating, please don't
hesitate to contact us.
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