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UK Canal Boating
Escape with a canal boating holiday!

Telephone : 01395 443545

Email : bookings@ukcanalboating.com

Booking Office : PO Box 57, Budleigh
Salterton. Devon. EX9 7ZN. England.

Oxford and return from Gayton

Cruise this route from : Gayton

View the latest version of this pdf
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Cruising Days : 11.00 to 15.00
Cruising Time : 73.50
Total Distance : 143.00
Number of Locks : 104
Number of Tunnels : 2
Number of Aqueducts : 0

Visit Oxford, the City of Dreaming Spires, famous the world over for it's University and go punting on the
River, also visit the Cathedral, and the Dinosaurs & Dodos in the Museum of Natural History. 

The cruise takes you along the Grand Union Canal through Braunston, down the South Oxford Canal through
Banbury.
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Cruising Notes

Day 1

Head back down the Northampton Arm of the Grand Union to Gayton Junction.(Turn right out of the marina).
At Gayton Junction turn right down the Grand Union Canal. Soon you will pass the village of Bugbrooke, and
the Wharf Inn is by bridge 36, or there is a couple of village pubs if you walk into the village.

You will probably want to move on & head for the village of Weedon which is just over 2 hours from Gayton &
ideal for a 1st nights stop, there is a small aqueduct over a road as you approach the village. There are
takeaways, stores & pubs in Weedon , you can moor up near the Church . The Heart of England pub by bridge
24 is a good family pub. Just before you get to Weedon is the Narrowboat Inn beside bridge 26, with canalside
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seating and mooring.

Day 2

A short while after leaving Weedon you will pass brockhall Park on your right, (access from bridge 18). The
Hall here is Tudor in part, and in the Victorian courtyard farm buildings has been established The Heart of the
Shires Shopping Village. The Shopping village has about 25 widely ranging shops, including a tearoom, so is
well worth a visit.
The canal continues through open landscape until you begin the climb up to the Norton Junction through a
series of 7 locks called the Buckby locks.

The New Inn is canalside at Buckby Top Lock, with canalside seating and moorings.

It is 5 hours 20 minutes from Gayton marina to here, or 3 hours from Weedon to here.

At Norton Junction you can then go down the Grand Union west towards braunston.

From Norton Junction to braunston the canal runs westward through hills and wooded country, then into a
wooded cutting whichs leads to braunston Tunnel.
Off to the north on your right you will pass the small village of Welton on a hill. At bridge 6 ¾ mile from the
Canal you can find a 400 yr old pub – The White Horse Inn.
braunston Tunnel was opened in 1796 & is 2042 yards long.

Long rows of moored craft flank the canal, but there is usually plenty of places to moor, as it is worth strolling
into braunston as there are a fine selection of old buildings here. The british Waterways office in the Stop
House, was originally the Toll office between the Oxford and the Grand Union canal. By lock 3 there is a
haunted pub- the Admiral Nelson. In braunston itself there is the Wheatsheaf which also has a Chinese & Thai
takeaway. The Millhouse Hotel has a canalside garden, and the Old plough in the High street dates from 1672.
The village has stores & a takeaway.

It is 6 hours cruising from Weedon to braunston.

At Braunston Turn turn left at the junction, the canal now passes open countryside with a backdrop of hills,
there are no locks or villages and you continue on until you reach Napton Junction. You will be travelling north
at this junction, but if you want a nice pub to stop at for the night, it is worth continuing left down the Oxford
canal to bridge 111, as the haunted pub The bridge at Napton is by the bridge. Best access to the hilltop village
is by bridge 110, the village is scattered all over the hill, but the pubs and shops are at the bottom. It is 8 hours
cruising from Weedon to Napton

Day 3

The Oxford canal continues a very twisting path through countryside with occasional villages dotted around.
After leaving Napton, head south along the Canal, there is a useful shop by bridge 113.

The village of Priors Hardwick is east of bridge 124 by footpath, there is a smart village restaurant called the
Butchers Arms here. Wormleighton is about a miles east of bridge 135, but has no pubs, and Fenny Compton is
1 mile west of bridge 136, or bridge 137 by footpath. There are 2 pubs in Fenny Compton, and a small shop.

The Bygones museum is found in the village of Claydon, just west of bridge 145, and is a fascinating museum



of local relics which children love to handle. Outside there are tractors, a traction engine, and a steam roller and
steam engines. There is a restaurant and gift shop on site too.

Cropedy itself is soon reached, the whole village is close to the canal, and is the home of the Annual Cropedy
Folk festival in August. There are a couple of pubs in the village, and nearby was fought the Battle of Cropedy
in 1644, where the Royalists defeated the Roundheads and thus protected Oxford.

It is 10.5 cruising hours from Napton to Cropedy.

Day 4

From Cropedy you cruise south to Banbury, which is 2 hours away, and it may be worthwhile stocking up on
supplies here, and you will only pass small villages on the way to Oxford.
Banbury was originally a wool town, but is famous because of the Nursery rhyme although the original cross
was pulled down by Cromwell in 1646 there is a Victorian replica.
The Mill Arts centre has plays theatre, dance & music. .At Tooleys Boatyard you can have a guided tour and see
boats being built and restored, ot also has a working forge and a gift shop and chandlery.

The village of Kings Sutton is about 1.5 miles walk from bridge 177 , it is an attractive village with stores, pubs,
and even a railway station.
If you have taken a detour into Banbury it might be worth stopping for the night at Aynho Wharf by bridge 190,
and there is a nice pub here.

It is 6 hours cruising from Cropedy to here.

Day 5

The canal meanders through water meadows and open pastureland, the village of Somerton winds up the hill to
the east of the canal near bridge 196, but there are no shops of pubs.
At bridge 204 to the east is Upper Heyford, a pretty thatched village with stone cottages, and there is a pub here-
The Barley mow.

The village of Lower Heyford near bridge 205 also has a pub-The Bell.

To the west of bridge 207 is Rousham House built in 1635 and still under the same ownership. It has wonderful
landscaped gardens, designed by William Kent, and almost untouched since then. The whole property is
uncommercialised, with no gift shop or tea room, and no children under 15 are allowed and no dogs.

At bridge 216 is the Rock of Gibraltar pub, at bridge 221 is the Boat Inn in the small village of Thrupp, at bridge
223 canalside is the Jolly Boatman, and by bridge 224 is the Wise Alderman.
From bridge 224 you will start to see Kidlington, which is a suburb of Oxford.

It might be worth stopping the night here, as it is 7.5 cruising hours from your last stop at Ayhno Wharf, and
will leave you fresh for your 3.5 hour cruise into Oxford tomorrow.

Day 6

Cruise into Oxford, and take care to find a mooring, as long stretches of the canal bank are designated
conservation areas, and so there is extremely limited mooring opportunities for the visiting boater. Those who



are wishing to join the Thames might find it easier to make use of the Dukes Cut by bridge 232, and cruise south
to just past Osney bridge and moor on the River, and get into Oxford from there.

You will need to first obtain a licence from British Waterways to cruise on the Thames, a short term licence can
be obtained from the environment agency of from Thames Locks.

Day 7
Day 8
Day 9
Day 10
Day 11
It is nearly 37 hours back to Gayton so cruise for about 9 hours a day if on a 10 night cruise

 

Useful Links

Description : Heart of the Shires Shopping Village
Website : http://www.heartoftheshires.co.uk/
Telephone : 01604 230213

Description : Bygones Museum 
Website : www.daytripfinder.co.uk/attractions/bygones-museum
Telephone : 01295 690258

Description : Castle Quay Shopping Centre, Banbury
Website : http://www.castlequay.co.uk
Telephone : 01295 256296

Description : Sheldonian Theatre Oxford
Website : http://www.ox.ac.uk/sheldonian
Telephone : 01865 277299

Description : Visit Oxfordshire
Website : http://www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com/
Telephone : n/a

Description : Bodleian Library Oxford
Website : http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/
Telephone : 01865 277162

Description : Ashmolean Museum Oxford
Website : http://www.ashmolean.org/
Telephone : 01865 278000

Description : Inspector Morse Walking Tours of Oxford
Website : http://www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com/oxford-inspector-morse-
tour/details/?dms=13&venue=2925527&feature=1024
Telephone : n/a
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Description : Botanic Gardens Oxford
Website : http://www.botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk/
Telephone : 01865 286690

Description : Sightseeing in Oxford
Website : http://www.oxfordcityguide.com/ee2/index.php?/Touristinfo/sightseeing
Telephone : n/a

The information above is provided in good faith to assist you with planning your canal boat holiday.
Information accuracy cannot be guaranteed, however, if you do see something that needs updating, please don't
hesitate to contact us.
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