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Escape with a canal boating holiday!
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Email : bookings@ukcanalboating.com

Booking Office : PO Box 57, Budleigh
Salterton. Devon. EX9 7ZN. England.

Skipton to Burnley and the Weavers triangle

Cruise this route from : Skipton
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Cruising Days : 4.00 to 0.00
Cruising Time : 14.00
Total Distance : 33.00
Number of Locks : 20
Number of Tunnels : 4
Number of Aqueducts : 2

In Burnley cobbled streets of terraced houses run down to the Canal, and old Wharves are gradually being
restored , with one of the best preserved industrial districts in the country. There are weaving sheds, engine
houses, spinning mills and well preserved terraces of 19th century houses including Slater Terrace, an unusual
row of 11 houses above the canal.

The Weavers Triangle Visitor Centre is based at Burnley Wharf on the canal , and you can take a trip back in
time and visit a Victorian schoolroom, and Edwardian bathroom and a weaver's dwelling.

The Queen Street Mill Textile Museum has the last surviving 19th century steam powered mill- you can see the
magnificent steam engine driving over 300 looms in the Weaving shed,

 

Cruising Notes

Day 1

The scenery is beautiful, with countless hillocks and distant mountains, as the canal twists and turns along its
meandering path, there are no more locks until you reach the Greenberfield Locks leading to Barnoldswick. In
the distance on a clear day, you can see the summit of Pendle Hill (1831 ft high), this is an attractive part of the
canal unspoilt by industry, with ever-changing views.

Barnoldswick is set away from the canal to your right - it is steeped in living history. Its ancient heritage dates
back to pre-Roman times. Nowadays, stone-built streets surround a traditional town centre with a restful square
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at the heart of the community. The town even has a unique time of its own, with a clock based on the 12
different letters in Barnoldswick! 

The town is well known for its industrial heritage. Aside from having the highest point of the Leeds and
Liverpool Canal, Barnoldswick is famous for being the place where Rolls-Royce developed the jet engine in the
second World War. There's also the town's most iconic landmark - Bancroft Mill with its working steam engine
with free entry on most Saturdays. It originally drove some 1250 weaving looms and generates over 600 hp. 

Barnoldswick is where Bronte Country meets the Yorkshire Dales and has recently won the Best British High
Street Award with many independent shops and of course pubs.

The lovely countryside continues through this remote and beautiful landscape.
Salterforth off to your left is a small village of narrow streets and terraced houses, there is a childrens
playground to the north of Bridge 151 and the lovely Anchor Inn is canalside. 

Moor here for the night it is 1.75 hours to here.

Day 2

Foulridge Wharf, at the northern portal of Foulridge Tunnel, was built to unload cargoes of raw cotton from
North America for weaving in the Lancashire mills. There is a tea-room on the wharf and the New Inn Pub in
the village. Foulridge Lower Reservoir, built to supply water to the canal, was constructed almost directly above
the tunnel.

Lonely stone farms frame the distant mountains, and soon the Foulridge Tunnel is reached.
Its 1640 yards long and is controlled by traffic lights as follows:

Foulridge Tunnel (Northeast end)
The traffic lights are on green from the top of the hour till ten past the hour at the Foulridge end e.g. 10.00 until
10.10, 11.00 until 11.10

Foulridge Tunnel (Southwest end) -Traffic times Green light; Enter for through traffic - At half past the hour for
10 mins only 30 mins passage time

The Foulridge Tunnel was a major construction achievement but is today best known for the story of a cow who
once swam the whole length of the tunnel. The tunnel is straight enough that you can see right through it,
though the roof is quite low in places. Most of it was built using the 'cut and cover' method - but despite this,
unexpectedly difficult rock conditions meant that construction took a whole six years. Travel through the tunnel,
which has no towpath, is only possible in one direction at a time, so traffic lights control a ten-minute window
in each direction each hour.
In 1912, a cow named Buttercup fell into the canal by the southern portal. Rather than wade out, as usual, she
chose to swim the whole 1640 yards to the northern end, where she was revived with brandy by drinkers in the
nearby Hole in the Wall pub which is sadly no longer there.

The Pendle Heritage Centre is open daily and includes a Garden Tearoom, 18th Century Walled Garden, Cruck
Frame Barn, a Parlour shop, Tourist Information Centre, Pendle Arts Gallery.
The Museum explains the fascinating history of Park Hill and the ancient Bannister family. It tells about the
mysterious Pendle Witches of the seventeenth century and of George Fox, whose vision on Pendle Hill inspired



the international Quaker movement. 

The beautifully restored Grade 2 listed 17th century Park Hill was once the home of Roger Bannister – the 1st 4-
minute miler – but now it houses Pendle Heritage Centre.

There are still some attractive terraces of stone cottages in the village of Barrowford which lies a short walk to
the west of the locks.
Moor where-ever you can, there are moorings just after bottom lock 51. 

Nelson's centre has been redeveloped and now has a large covered shopping precinct.

Good moorings just south of Bridge 140 together with an attractive children's playground.

Pendle Village mill is located beside the canal between bridges 138 and 139, and is 80,000 sq ft of shopping and
also tea rooms with Victorian courtyard, in the site of the old Smith and Nephew textile mill built-in 1885.

From Finsley Gate bridge, the Burnley embankment was known as the 'Straight Mile” carries the canal 60 feet
above the town, and was built around 1796-1801, and remains an impressive construction today and is widely
regarded as one of the 'seven wonders' of the British Waterways system.
The excellent shopping centre is about 10 mins walk from Finsley Gate Bridge.

Burnley was once the world centre for cotton weaving. The 2nd half of the 19th century was a busy time for the
town and since the 1980s has been the source of much restoration in the Cotton mills,

Cobbled streets of terraced houses run down to the Canal, and old Wharves are gradually being restored, the
area between bridges 129b and 130b are one of the best-preserved industrial districts in the country. There are
weaving sheds, engine houses, spinning mills and well-preserved terraces of 19th-century houses including
Slater Terrace, an unusual row of 11 houses above the canal.

The Weavers Triangle Visitor Centre is based at Burnley Wharf on the canal, and you can take a trip back in
time and visit a Victorian schoolroom, and Edwardian bathroom and a weaver's dwelling. Open 2-4pm .Sat-
Tues 
Next to the Visitor centre, there is a pub The Inn on the Wharf.
Oak Mount Mill Engine House is only open on certain days throughout the year.

The Queen Street Mill Textile Museum has the last surviving 19th-century steam-powered mill- you can see the
magnificent steam engine driving over 300 looms in the Weaving shed, Open Tues-Fri 12-5 and Sat from 1 May
to 30 Sep.
There are quite a few pubs in the town.

Carry on through Burnley to turn your boat at Rose Grove Services and turn at Old Rose Grove winding Hole,
then make your way back to moorings between Bridges 130a and 130b.
It is 5.5 hours from last nights mooring to here.

Day 3 Day 4
It is 7 hours back to where you car is and where the boat is moored, Bridge 159 South Field Bridge,

 



Useful Links

Description : Burnley Tourist information
Website : http://www.visitlancashire.com/explore/burnley/welcome-to-burnley
Telephone : n/a

Description : The Weavers Triangle Visitor Centre at Burnley
Website : http://www.weaverstriangle.co.uk/visit.htm
Telephone : n/a

Description : Pendle Village Mill
Website : http://pendlevillage.co.uk/
Telephone : n/a

Description : Pendle Heritage Centre
Website : http://www.pendleheritage.co.uk/
Telephone : n/a

Description : Barnoldswick 
Website : http://www.visitbarnoldswick.co.uk/
Telephone : n/a

The information above is provided in good faith to assist you with planning your canal boat holiday.
Information accuracy cannot be guaranteed, however, if you do see something that needs updating, please don't
hesitate to contact us.
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